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BAR BRIEFS
constitute an Executive Committee, which has taken active charge and
is planning for two district meetings during the year.
The Lake Region District, one of the first to be organized, just
held a very successful meeting at Langdon on the 6th of October, which
was graced by the presence of the State President, who delivered an
excellent address on "The Heart and Soul of the Constitution of the
United States." Messrs. Spencer and Cross, Barristers and Solicitors
of Morden, Canada, were guests of the District, and contributed effec-
tively to the program.
We are advised that the attendance of local business men was
solicited for this meeting, and, because of the cordiality of the invita-
tion, quite a number accepted. This may seem new and novel to some
of our practitioners, but we have the word of President Lawrence and
Mr. Cuthbert that it was also stimulating and of much mutual bene-
fit. That being the case, the suggestion will merit the consideration
of committees having charge of other district programs.
THE PSYCHIATRIST'S REMEDY
Doctor William A. White, Director of St. Elizabeth's Hospital, of
Washington, D. C., comes forward with an appeal for more scientific
approach to the crime problem, and makes the following concrete sug-
gestions:
i. Segregate the dangerous anti-social types so long as they con-
tinue dangerous. This means largely doing away with fixed sentences,
at least for certain types of crime, and making the return to freedom
conditional upon some change in the individual that gives one a right
to suppose that perhaps he will function more effectively as a social
unit than he has in the past.
2. Eliminate punishment as a vengeance motive and retain it only
for definitely constructive ends for conditioning conduct.
3. Transform prisons into laboratories for the study of human
behavior and the conditioning of human conduct.
4. Abolish the hypothetical question in trials.
5. Discard the concept of responsibility. This is largely a meta-
physical one. Society should be protected from people who act anti-
socially. This should be done without raising metaphysical questions.
6. Make the positions of District Attorney and Judge of the
Criminal Courts permanent positions, appointment to be on competi-
tive examination and protected by civil service laws.
7. Have District Attorneys and Criminal Court Judges serve in-
ternships in psychiatric clinics and prisons.
CRIME STATISTICS
The Bureau of the Census is making a comparative survey cover-
ing inmates in prisons and reformatories. Complete returns have been
received for 58 institutions in 31 States. These 58 prisons and re-
formatories had a total of 27,018 prisoners received from the courts
